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Provocateur 


Highway Robbery 

by John 0. Norquist [Special to T.A. Magazine] 



P eople, places, and products are the 
ingredients that, when mixed 
together in a city, generate wealth 
and, in turn, culture and religion. 

Nothing could be better calculated to 
destroy this recipe than the current U.S. 
transportation policy. In 1957, Congress 
passed, and President Eisenhower signed, 
appropriations for the Interstate Highway 
Act. Hailed as the dawn of a glowing new 
age in transportation, the act was to aug¬ 
ment state highways with a network of 
limited-access highways. A federal gasoline 
tax paid for 90% of the system's construc¬ 
tion and maintenance costs, states paid 
10%, and cities paid nothing. 

There had been warnings nearly two 
decades earlier from the father of the 
interstate highway system that bringing 
such massive roadways into cities would 
be a mistake. 

When he conceived the limited-access 
divided-highway system that he named 
interstate, engineer Normal Bel Geddes 
asserted that it should not trespass cities. 
He warned us in his 1940 book, Magic 
Motorways : 

"[l]f the purpose of the motorway as 
now conceived is that of being a high¬ 
speed, non-stop thoroughfare, the motor¬ 
way would only bungle the job if it got 
tangled up with the city ... A great motor¬ 
way has no business cutting a wide swath 
right through a town or city and destroying 
the values there; its place is in the country". 

Regrettably, this is precisely what hap¬ 
pened in Milwaukee, where the heart of 
Wisconsin's largest city was chopped apart 
north, east, south and west by intercon¬ 
necting interstate highways - and all the 
expected cloverleafs, elevated ramps, spurs 
and bridges. 

The planners, engineers and contrac¬ 
tors demolished the city's Italian enclave 
in the historic Third Ward on one side of 
downtown. 

They split in half less than a mile away 
a vibrant African-American neighborhood, 
leaving blocks of houses facing each other 
across frontage roads, fenced-off rights-of- 
way and four lanes of interstate concrete. 
Children riding bikes and pedestrians out 
for a walk gave way to 24-hour trucking 
between Chicago and Green Bay. Trees were 
replaced by huge metal exit signs. 

And this government-financed mug¬ 


ging didn't spare a cherished city asset, 
the Milwaukee River, which the interstate 
planners spanned at the north edge of the 
downtown with a flat half-mile long ele¬ 
vated ramp. This expensive strip of con¬ 
crete hid the view from above and 
deterred any sane pedestrian or hiker from 
thinking of taking a stroll below. 

And African-American residents long 
and rightly felt that the ramp walled them 
off from the city's downtown business 
district for the convenience of commuters 
who used it for their daily round trips 
from suburbia. 

After several years of organizing, and 
in cooperation with neighborhood groups, 
local businesses, Milwaukee County, and 
the State of Wisconsin, a consensus has 
been forged to remove and replace the 
ramp. An alternative, to be paid for pri¬ 
marily with ISTEA funds, will include roads 
and an at-grade bridge in harmony with 
their surroundings. 

This step will free for development 
valuable acreage within walking distance 
of all the downtown's major office build¬ 
ings and entertainment venues. What has 
been a foreboding zone of wasted "under- 
the-freeway" land can be connected to the 
city's successful Riverwalk, as new resi¬ 
dents and businesses replace an eyesore 
with a community. 

The lesson is that it is never too late to 
heed Bel Geddes' admonition and to take 
advantage of our cities' natural advantages. 


John 0. Norquist is the mayor of Milwaukee, 
currently serving his third four-year term. He is 
a well-known advocate of "New Urbanism," a 
national movement of architects and planners 
dedicated to saving the American city. Mayor 
Norquist's new book, The Wealth of Cities, was 
published this fall. 
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Safe Bridge Pa 
For Cyclists 
and Pedestrian 

Come winter, the poor lighting, a 
lack of police patrols and eme 
gency phones on the East River a 
Harlem River bridges becomes 
concern for thousands of cycli 
pedestrians. T.A. is asking the 
department to do three things t 
paths safer and more congenial 1 
motorized users: 

• Perform quarterly safety audits: 
ing assessing lighting and phc 
well as posting patrols and 
reports. 

• Ensure that the Department of 
portation installs and maintair 
and emergency phones. 

• Conduct frequent and visible 
patrols. 

The bridges are a lifeline 
city cyclists. Help make 
safer — send in the enck v 
postcard today. 

Ill 1 


T.A. would much 
rather praise DOT for 
its accomplishments 
than criticize it. 


Hey DOT, Let’s Get it Together 

As advocates with a positive vision, T.A. treads a fine line between not pushing hard 
enough and pushing so hard that public officials we depend on are alienated and antag¬ 
onized. We make every effort to be fair, and praise what we consider progress. We strive 
to inspire and educate the public and its representatives about a green transportation 
future in which cycling, walking and public transit make the city a better place to live. To 
this end, we've succeeded in enthusing the public about the potential of traffic calming. 
This interest is reflected in the strong support from the Mayor, City Council and all five 
borough presidents for the NYC traffic calming law. Our hope was that 8passage of the 
law would help generate new momentum for pedestrian and cycling improvements. 

What a surprise that scarcely a month after the new law passed, Wilbur Chapman, 
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, stood before City Council and assert¬ 
ed that speed humps - the mainstay of the city's traffic calming program - do not work 
and would no longer be installed. It took a day for City Hall to publicly overrule Chapman 
via a Daily A/ews editorial. Later in November, 
the Staten Island Advance editorialized that 
DOT'S policy on speed humps was mysterious 
to community boards and city councilmem- 
bers alike. The Advance editors also noted city 
councilmember Stephen Fiala's scathing 
observation that the agency's confusion over 
speed humps might be "symptomatic of a 
larger problem..." with "its general compe¬ 
tence and intentions." 

Fialla and the Advance are not alone in 

their concerns. Back in 1996, T.A. mobilized a coalition of business and transportation 
leaders to save the DOT from being converted into a "Department of Infrastructure Main- 
T.A.'s concern was that without one agency charged with making and 
ig out transportation policy, bike and ped issues would fall through the 
:aucratic cracks. Thus it is especially disappointing that the agency we 
Iht to save, the DOT, is not getting the job done. Though flush with Fed- 
money, it lacks a coherent - or any apparent - bike, ped or traffic 
ling plan. Project after project is being delayed or muddled - including 
;e for marquee locations like Times Square and Herald Square. While the 
:e swiftly install permanent steel pedestrian barricades, DOT is unable to 
n sidewalks. The agency seems incapable of spending Federal funds for 
mprovements, yet cyclists are desperate for secure parking and new 
lazingly, given its inability to implement its own bike projects, DOT still 
to reject innovative cycling projects proposed by the Department of City 
More broadly, the agency does not know how to deal with the public. It 
ignores vociferous community complaints about unsafe conditions and 
r years. Then, when a community explodes, the agency acts grudgingly 
i without notice. 

vould much rather praise DOT for its accomplishments than criticize it. 
ack of progress - and even backward movement - on issues of street 
ive become so pronounced that they are now highlighted on newspaper 
pages. T.A. will always have special frustrations with the speed with 
OT gets things done. But the concerns raised here transcend that. City 
it instruct the DOT to develop a cogent traffic calming policy, communi- 
~cate it clearly to the public and speed the building of pedestrian and 
cycling projects. The alternative is a permanent black eye for a mayor 
*who prides himself on getting things done and is facing an election 
year. 






John Kaehny 
Executive Director 
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Cycling News 



One Step Closer to Building 
Access for Bicycles 


A fter a steady stream of postcards 
and letters from T.A. members, 
Speaker Vallone has recommend¬ 
ed that Councilman Spigner, 
Chairman of the Housing and Buildings 
committee, hold a hearing for the Building 
Access Legislation, Int. No. 584. The date 
for the hearing has not been set but it will 
probably be in January or February, 2000. 
The cycling community of NYC must con¬ 
tinue its vigorous support of this critical 
legislation. 

The bill, requiring commercial buildings 


with a freight elevator to allow 
people with bikes access to that 
elevator, was introduced in July by 
Councilman Carrion. This access 
would allow more New Yorkers to 
park their bikes securely in their 
workplace. The bill meets a need in 
a city where, according to the 
Department of City Planning's 1999 
survey, the lack of secure parking 
tops the list of reasons most cyclists 
do not ride to work. 


To make this happen, 
we need you: 


Help Make 
Bikes-in-Buildings 
A Reality! 


klf you are in the City Council Districts of Spigner (Chair) 
(District 27), Michels (District 7), Malave-Dilan (District 37), 
Nelson (District 48), Marshall (District 21), Warden (District 12), 
Boyland (District 41), Provenzano (District 13), or Ognibene 
(District 30), write/call/fax them as a constituent and urge 
them to support Int. No. 584 (see the NYPIRG Councilfinder 
at www.cmap.nypirg.org or call the T.A. office for the name of 
your councilmember). 

kGo to the T.A. web site, www.transalt.org, or call the office 
at 212-629-8080 to get your name on the action list so you will 
be alerted to the date of the hearing. A sample letter is also avail¬ 
able on the T.A. web site. 

klf you work in an office building in Midtown with bike 
access, please call the office with the address. 


kWrite/call/fax Councilman Archi Spigner, 
chair of the Housing 8t Buildings Committee: 

113-43 Farmers Boulevard 
St. Albans, NY 11412 
Phone: 718-776-3700 
Fax: 718-776-3798 

kWrite/call/fax to Speaker Vallone to thank him for request¬ 
ing a hearing and ask him to continue his support: 

22-45 31st St. 

Astoria, NY 11105 
Phone: 718-274-4500 
Fax: 718-726-0357 

kStay tuned for the hearing date via www.transalt.org or sub¬ 
scribe to the askTA listserve - send a request to info@transalt.org. 


Outcry from Cyclists Wins Year Round 
Access to Marine Parkway Bridge 


T 


hanks to letters, calls and faxes from T.A. and the cycling 
public, MTA Bridges and Tunnels will provide a shuttle bus 
for cyclists during reconstruction of the Marine Parkway 
Gil Hodges Memorial 

Write to: 

Michael Ascher 
President, MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels 

The Robert Moses Building 
Randall's Island 
New York, NY 10035 
Fax: 212-860-1596 


Bridge. The shuttle will operate 
year round until construction 
finishes in Spring 2001. 

According to MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels President Michael 
Ascher, "The best solution for all 
...is to continue our own shuttle 
service throughout the winter 
period." Originally, the agency 

did not plan to provide service from November to March. 
Fortunately, MTA's quick action ensured no interruption in bridge 
access this fall for cyclists using the bridge to travel between 
Brooklyn and the Rockaways in Queens. 

Write and thank MTA Bridges and Tunnels for providing the 
shuttle service. 
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Retrofitted mini schoolbus serves as the year-round shuttle bus on the Marine 
Parkway Bridge. 
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Cycling News 



Queensboro Bridge Path Delayed ‘Til 

August 2000 


W hoops. In March, we announced that full-time bicycle 
and pedestrian access to the North Outer Roadway of 
the Queensboro bridge would begin in late 1999. 
Now, the latest word from the Department of 
Transportation is that opening of the bridge's full-time bike and 
pedestrian path will be delayed until August 2000. We based our 
earlier announcement on information from officials at DOT and 
the Mayor's office, who, we later found out, were unacquainted 
with the specifics of the construction contract. The contract 
requires the North Outer Roadway be open for motor vehicle traf¬ 
fic during construction on the Inner Roadway. Thus, from February 
until the permanent path opens in August, cyclists and pedestrians 
will use the South Outer Roadway. Bridge users must use the 
much-disliked shuttle bus on weekdays from 2:30-7:30 pm. 

On a less disappointing note, in late 1999 the DOT had a 
design consultant study the feasibility of building a fly-over ramp 
on the bridge that would connect the new bike path to Second 
Avenue, in addition to the existing connection to First Ave. T.A. 
continues to urge the DOT to pursue this extremely worthwhile 
and creative improvement to the QBB. 

Write DOT Commissioner Chapman and congratulate him on 
recognizing the importance of providing better access to the 
Queensboro path. Urge him to obtain funds for the Queensboro 
bridge fly-over: 


Cyclists face another year of riding the weekday afternoon shuttle bus over the 
Queensboro Bridge. 


Write to: Wilbur Chapman 

Commissioner, NYC DOT 
40 Worth St. 

New York, NY 


Councilman Gifford Miller 
336 E. 73rd St., Suite C 
New York, NY 10021 


Also, write to Councilman Miller and Manhattan Borough 
President Fields. Remind them that we need their support for this 
critical improvement: 


Borough President C. Virginia Fields 
Municipal Build. 19th FI. So. 

New York, NY 10007 


Bike Friendly Cab Doors? 

C abs make 400,000 trips a day in New York City, most 
south of 60th street in Manhattan. Recklessly driven 
cabs and opening cab doors present some of the biggest 
hazards cyclists face. The Department of City Planning 
1999 survey reports that 


31% of cyclists have been 
doored- making dooring the 
most common injury for NYC 
cyclists. In addition, cabs fre¬ 
quently double park and dis¬ 
charge passengers directly into the path of oncoming cyclists. 
Late last year, T.A. asked TLC to warn car passengers to look for 
oncoming cyclists before opening the door. The TLC responded 
that including a bike warning in the recorded celebrity message 
(played when passengers enter and exit the cab) was "technically 
unfeasible." The Commission did not respond to T.A.'s suggestion 
of placing warning stickers on cabs' interior partition and door. 
However, the TLC did agree that the safety of cyclists is a concern 
and says it will train drivers to remind passengers to look for 
cyclists. Although welcome news, stickers would further ensure 
cyclist safety by visually reinforcing the driver's reminder. 

Ask the TLC for more driver safety training and "look for 
cyclists" stickers inside every cab. 


V-Z Bridge: Until There Is a 
Path, the Buses Need Racks 


Write to: 

Diane McGrath-McKechnie 
Chair, Taxi Ft Limousine Comm. 
40 Rector Street 
New York, NY 10006 


T 


A. has once 
again urged 
MTA Bridges 
and Tunnels to 
install bike racks on 
the S53 and S79 - 
the buses that cross 
the Verrazano Bridge. 

Bike racks on the 
buses is not a new 
idea. The extensive, 

1997 Department of 
City Planning 
"Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge Pedestrian 
/Bicycle Access Study" 
recommended bike racks on the buses as the most cost effective 
and timely way of getting cyclists across the Verrazano Narrows. 
While T.A.'s ultimate goal is a path dedicated to cyclists and 
pedestrians, bike racks on the buses is a necessary connection in 
the interim. 
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Cycling News 


The Quest for Respect 

A recent article, "Battling to Pull Over Bikes From Side¬ 
walk Highway" in the New York Times, noted that 
"some [cyclists] don't even know what the law is." T.A. 
agrees, and educating cyclists is one reason we created 
the Give Respect/Get Respect Campaign two years ago. 

T.A. held the 9th Give Respect/ Get Respect event on October 
22nd, with participants spanning three generations of cyclists. With 
bicycles, signs and flyers in hand, the group traveled up Amsterdam 
Ave. from 72nd St. to 86th St., giving double parked motorists mock 
summonses and cyclists on the sidewalks or riding the wrong way 
tri-lingual educational flyers reminding them to ride lawfully. 

The Give/Get actions alone effectively get the message out, 
but combined with a comprehensive educational campaign 
with the local police precincts, would prove to be even 
stronger. To this end, T.A. is working with Councilwomen Chris¬ 
tine Quinn and Ronnie Eldridge to get the ball rolling on Man¬ 
hattan's West Side. 

To join us for our next Give/Get, sign up at www.transalt.org 
or call Sue at 212-629-8080. 



T.A. volunteer Ken Coughlin passes on the Give/Get word to fellow Upper West 
Side cyclists. 


Surge in Police Ticketing Is Discouraging Cycling 


A comparison of DOT bike counts and police summonses 
issued to cyclists suggests what many cyclists have sus¬ 
pected: the mass ticketing of cyclists has reduced cycling 
in Manhattan's Central Business District. As tickets soared 
from 5,966 in 1996 to 12,058 in 1998, the number of cyclists 
dropped from 16,066 to 14,993 a day. The trend is ominous for the 
success of cycling citywide, since Manhattan south of 60th Street 
is by far the City's largest cycling destination. 

The surge in ticketing is a serious discouragement to cyclists 
for a number of reasons. First, the fines for cyclists are draconian 
and severely disproportionate to the offense. For example, cyclists 
are issued $100 tickets for running red lights (whether pedestrians 
or other vehicles are present or not), whereas dangerous oversized 
trucks shoulder a lower fine for driving on city streets. Second, the 
police are striving to fill quotas and 
often ticket cyclists who are safe 
riders. In particular, cyclists at the 
approaches to the Brooklyn and 
Queensboro Bridges are targeted, 
though they are forced by danger¬ 
ous street designs to ride against 
traffic and through red lights. 

Ironically, the police rarely target cyclists riding on the sidewalk, 
though this offense provokes the largest volume of public complaints 
and pervasive anti-bike public sentiment. Yes, under the law, cyclists 
are vehicles and subject to the same rules as cars. But these laws 
don't reflect the fact that bikes are human powered and far less 
dangerous than cars. Also, cyclists must survive a hostile environ¬ 
ment on streets designed for cars, including traffic lights timed for 
car speeds, not bicyclists. The on-going police crackdown takes none 
of this into consideration and punishes city cyclists for not driving. 

Write the police commissioner and tell him to target the dan¬ 
gerous motorists who kill 200+ pedestrians a year. Ask him to join 
the cycling public in educating cyclists who menace pedestrians by 
riding on crowded sidewalks. 


Write to: 

Howard Safir 
Police Commissioner 
One Police Plaza 
New York, NY 10038 
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Cycling News 



On October 30th hundreds of cyclists 
and skaters disguised as urban bogy- 
men took to the streets for a festive 
Critical Mass ride through Manhattan 
- including a stop at Times Square. 
Earlier in the evening, the masked rid¬ 
ers spooked through Central Park's 
hidden pathways on the annual Time's 
Up! Halloween Moonlight Ride. For the 
next (non-costume) Moonlight Ride, 
see Rides on page 22. 



Ever wonder how you can help 
get more people out riding bikes? 


Bike Week 2000 is-your 
opportunity. Help make the 
21st century the Century of 
the Bicycle. 


Join the 
Bike Week 
2000 Team! 



Here’s what you can do: 


o 


Sign up on the web site www.transalt.org or call the T.A. 
office at 212-629-8080 to join the Bike Week 2000 Team. 
We need your ideas, big and small. 


© 


Get your co-workers to participate in the Bike Week Corpo¬ 
rate Challenge by competing for an award for the most bike 
commuters. Call us and we will send you a how-to packet. 


O 


Use your design and layout skills to create unforgettable 
Bike Week 2000 schedules, posters, and flyers. Again, call 
the office or sign up at the web site www.transalt.org. 


Bronx Riders Flood City with Misinformed Subway 

Requests for Prospect Avenue Lane Conductor Found 


W hat will it take to get a full length bicycle lane 
installed on Prospect Avenue in The Bronx? In late 
1999, Bronx cyclists sent the DOT hundreds of post¬ 
cards petitioning for a two mile long, two-way lane 
on the avenue between E. 149th Street and Crotona Park. The 
Bronx Borough Board, Borough 
President and local community boards 
have already approved the lane. What's 
more, both the Bronx Greenway Plan 
and Citywide Bicycle Masterplan 
include the lane. So Bronx cyclists are 
rightly irate that their borough is the 
only one without a full length bike 
lane. Traffic engineers worried about Yankee fan traffic nixed a pre¬ 
vious lane slated for University Avenue. Cyclists have waited long 
enough for Bronx's full-length lane. 

Write to Joseph Lhota, Deputy Mayor for Operations. Demand 
that the City stop procrastinating and install the Prospect Avenue 
bike lane. 


Write to: 

Joseph Lhota 
Deputy Mayor for 
Operations 
Office of the Mayor 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 


I n July, T.A. started receiving reports of a D train subway 
conductor who repeatedly announced that: "Bicycles are 
not allowed on subway trains, according to federal NTSB 
regulations. Those who violate the law will be subject to 
$100-$500 fines." While T.A. members know that 24-hour 
subway access was a T.A. win from many years back, many 
people were misled by the conductor. When T.A. asked NYC 
Transit to ensure that all of their employees were properly 
informed the agency's policy, Transit assured us that they 
would issue a reminder. Nevertheless, the erroneous 
announcements continue. 

In December, a T.A. volunteer sleuth found a conductor, 
reportedly named "Reggie," making the misleading announce¬ 
ments. If you hear Reggie's, or any other conductors' mistaken 
message, call MTA Customer Services President David Goldenburg 
at 718-243-8881, and T.A. at 212-629-8080. If you can, record 
the date, time, location, the conductor's badge number, and the 
subway line. 
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Reclaiming the Streets 

City Hall Affirms Support 
for Speed Humps 


A t a City Council meeting on November 8th, DOT 
Commissioner Wilbur Chapman told a panel that 
"speed humps were a Band-Aid instantaneous relief. 
We do not think it's in the best interest to expand the 
project." He also added, erroneously, that brighter signs, upgrad¬ 
ed street markings and new one-way streets were more effective 
than speed humps in combating speeding and dangerous driving. 

The Commissioner's 
comments were especially 
unfortunate and ill-timed 
given the recent passage of 
the NYC Slow Speed and 
Traffic Calming legislation 
and the 1000 outstanding 
requests for speed humps 
from neighborhoods around 
the City. As elected officials, 
transportation advocates 
and citizens were quick to 
point out after the Commis¬ 
sioner's comment, speed 
humps are not 'Band Aids', but in fact just what the doctor 
ordered. They have strong support from neighborhoods all over 
the city because of their ability to slow speeds, reduce accidents 
by 50% and save lives. 

Fortunately, according to a Daily News editorial in support of 
speed humps, City Hall overruled the Commissioner the next day 
and announced that the City's speed hump program would con¬ 


tinue full steam ahead. There will be 130 new speed humps in 
NYC by July 2000, bringing the total to almost 500. 

While the public uproar around Commissioner Chapman's 
comments helped to further show the Mayor and elected officials 
the tremendous support that exists for speed humps and traffic 
calming in NYC, it also pointed to a marked lack of any coherent 
city policy regarding their use. Indeed, the Staten Island Advance 

wrote in a November 30th edi¬ 
torial that no one - not the 
public, community board dis¬ 
trict managers or city council 
members - has been able to 
get a straight answer from DOT 
on their policy toward speed 
humps. 

T.A. was heartened to see 
City Hall stand behind speed 
humps and commit to firmly 
moving ahead with traffic 
calming. Now DOT needs to 
develop and make public an 
explicit speed hump and traffic calming policy and a comprehen¬ 
sive traffic calming plan for the next two years. The Neighbor¬ 
hood Streets Network has sent a sign-on letter from all 63 groups 
to Mayor Giuliani asking him to put the new Slow Speed and 
Traffic Calming law to work and to expand the City's traffic calm¬ 
ing program. The Network hopes to meet with the Mayor's Office 
and DOT early in the new year. 


Believe me, nothing slows down traffic 
better than that [pre-hump] sign that says, 
‘bump ahead’. I’m very disappointed. They’re 
very popular around here. We’re constantly 
putting in requests for more.” 

John Fratta, district manager of Bronx 
Community Board 11 as quoted in the Daily News 


Where are the Times Square Pedestrian Improvements? 


T imes Square is the heart of the action in New York City, its 
sidewalks so dangerously jammed past capacity that walk¬ 
ers spill into the street. With its tourist throngs and fren¬ 
zied new office construction (including a network morning 
show which overlooks the fray) you would think Times Square ranks 
high on the Mayor's list for major pedestrian improvements. Indeed, 
the crowding in Times Square is so overwhelming and obvious that 
over a year ago both the Department of 
City Planning and the Times Square 
Business Improvement District pro¬ 
posed extensive sidewalk widening 
plans. Money should not be a problem 
for the relatively inexpensive sidewalk 
widenings being proposed, as Federal 
TEA-21 reserves plentiful funds for 
pedestrian projects. 

But in a sadly familiar tale, both plans are now stuck in the 
Department of Transportation's infamous Geometric Engineering 
unit. DOT engineers have reportedly rejected the modest City 
Planning proposal in favor of the even more modest BID sidewalk 
widening proposal. DOT'S glacial pace in the face of such a high pro¬ 
file and pressing need is disturbing. Another, more vexing question: 
Why are low-level engineers, whose only focus is automobile traf¬ 
fic flow, making Mayoral-level policy decisions about the future of 
the most famous public space in the world? 


write to: 

Joseph Lhota 
Deputy Mayor for 
Operations 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 
Fax: 212-788-3127 


Write and ask City Hall to get desperately needed sidewalk 
widenings in Times Square underway. 



Thanks to the strong encouragement of local businesses, DOT widened the side¬ 
walk on the west side of Duffy Square (46th to 47th Streets and 7th Ave.) in 
November. Unfortunately, more extensive sidewalk widenings championed by 
the Business Improvement District and Department of City Planning are stuck 
in the morass at DOT Geometric Engineering. 
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Reclaiming the Streets 

$2 Million for Much-Needed 
Subway/Sidewalk Proj ect 


O ver the next three years, the 
Departments of City Planning 
and Transportation will spend $2 
million to improve pedestrian 


safety and access at 31 subway stations in 
Brooklyn, Queens and The Bronx. The two- 
part project, dubbed the Subway Sidewalk 
Interface project, will explore a number of 


measures for each station, including the 
implementation of clear corner zones and 
sidewalk extensions, improved building 
and sidewalk lighting, adjustable and vari¬ 
able signal timing, pavement markings 
and a curb use plan to address vehicular 
congestion. 

Initial study and several demonstra¬ 
tion projects make up Phase I. It will focus 
on subway stations with narrow or 
obstructed sidewalks and corners, 
entrances within buildings, signal timing 
too short for pedestrian platoons exiting 
the subway, and where car passenger 
drop-off creates vehicular congestion. In 
Phase II, the DOT will design and con¬ 
struct street improvements. 

T.A. has urged the city to devote $20 
million to subway/sidewalk improvements 
during the next five years. Additionally, 
we've urged city officials to concentrate 
on widening sidewalks to reduce crowd¬ 
ing, rather than diverting scarce 
resources to signs and markings. The pro¬ 
ject's Advisory Committee seeks public 
input; to find out more, contact DCP reps 
at 212.442.4635. 



The City intends to spend $2 million improving pedestrian access at subway stations like this multi-transit 
one at the Fordham Road stop on the B/D line in The Bronx. 


Missing Millions for Sheridan Square Peds 


T wo recent serious pedestrian injuries at busy 
Sheridan Square in Greenwich Village have 
left local residents and officials wondering 
what happened to the $1 million in funds 
earmarked for the area. In 1994, NYCDOT, supported 
by Community Board 2, applied for and received $1 
million in federal Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality (CMAQ) funds for pedestrian improvements 
around Sheridan Square. However, other than a hasti¬ 
ly constructed blockade at the Waverly end of the 
Christopher Triangle, CB 2 has not seen any improve¬ 
ments around Sheridan Square in the past five years. 
Between 1996 and 1999, the board passed three 
unanimous resolutions, calling on NYCDOT to study 
and carry out pedestrian studies and improvements as 
outlined in their 1994 CMAQ application. The resolu¬ 
tions included a request for interim pedestrian safety 
measures. They have received no response, and the 
pedestrian toll continues to mount. 

T.A. joins Community Board 2 in calling on DOT to 
explain where the $1 million in federal funds have 
gone, and to immediately begin to address the pedes¬ 
trian safety problems at Sheridan Square. 



"We're becoming more and more exasperated with DOT’S lack of response to 
the community's concern for traffic and pedestrian calming within our 
congested neighborhoods. CB 2 has had a pro-active Traffic Strategies sub¬ 
committee for seven years and has worked with the community to analyze 
and share information with DOT, and yet they continue to ignore our 
recommendations as well as their own research." 

Charle-John Cafiero, chair of Community 
Board 2's Traffic and Transportation Committee 
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Reclaiming the Streets 


Will Grand Concourse Pilot Project Fly? 


A fter decades as the city's deadliest roadway, a five- 
block section of the service roads on the Grand Con¬ 
course in The Bronx is being treated to a little traffic 
calming. In late November the Department of Trans¬ 
portation constructed a test pedestrian safety project from 165th 
to 170th streets. The test will remain in place for at least a year 
while the DOT monitors the changes. The project leaves the main 
roadway the same, but narrows the service roads from two travel 
lanes to one, with temporary curbs, extensive street markings, 
large planters and a bike lane. 

T.A. applauds the DOT for their initiative, and would like to see 
more cost-effective pilot projects like this throughout the city. This 
said, the pilot project's design could include more safety improve¬ 
ments. For example, the access "slipways" between the main road¬ 
way and the service road remain intact. These slips not only create 
a variable speed hazard for motorists, but they also restrict the 
possibility for truly useful designs for the median itself. 

For cyclists, the placement and width of the bicycle lane is wor¬ 
risome. The lane is a full foot short of the six feet needed for bike 
lanes adjacent to parking lanes in busy urban areas, creating a door- 
ing hazard for cyclists. Additionally, the parking lane is the standard 
eight feet, but the curbs along the service road must accommodate 
hundreds of buses a day, which are much wider than that. 

As a collection of prefabricated curbs, thermoplastic markings 
and planters, the project still retains the air of a construction 
zone. Obviously, area residents' acceptance of any project will 
dictate better aesthetics too. A similar widening experiment in 
Times Square (see p. 8) received asphalt infill in addition to the 
curb, showing a more appealing temporary curb extension. 

The DOT should launch and evaluate other similar test pro¬ 
jects that effectively demonstrate the variety of design options 
available to the Grand Concourse Redesign Plan. For success 
though, the agency must be diligent with public outreach and 
input. For this test, some community residents, elected officials 
and other city agencies expressed irritation at the DOT'S failure to 
consult them before changes were made. The Borough President's 
Office and other elected officials would like to guarantee that 
future pilot projects reflect their vision of a world class redesign 
of the Grand Concourse, from Mosholu Parkway to 138th street - 
nearly the entire length of The Bronx. 



Five blocks of new Grand Concourse striping are now The Bronx's first bike lane. 


Walk our Children to School Day 1999 



On October 6th, Bronx Borough 
President Fernando Ferrer "drove" 
this year's "walking school bus" 
with children from CES 126 and PS 
73 in the Highbridge neighborhood 
of The Bronx to celebrate National 
Walk Our Children To School Day. 
The 60 children and parents who 
participated in this year's festivities 
joined thousands of other schools 
throughout the US and Canada that 
day in calling for better walking 
conditions along children's routes 
to school. 
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West Bronx Nabe Speaks 
Out Against Traffic 


O ne hundred and fifty people 
gathered in the auditorium of 
PS 279 in The West Bronx to 
call for more traffic calming 
around schools and on neighborhood 
streets as part of Councilmember Adolfo 
Carrion's Traffic Safety Summit. 
Residents, parents and principals lined 
up at the microphone to make impas¬ 
sioned appeals for safer streets. The 
panel of invited guest speakers included 
representatives from the four police 
precincts in the 14th City Council 
District; Ellen Cavanagh, Program 
Coordinator for T.A.'s Safe Routes to 
School Program; and The Bronx Division 
DOT Commissioner, James Kilkenny. At 
the close of the meeting, Councilmem¬ 
ber Carrion announced that he intends 
to hire a consultant to work with his 
office and the DOT to develop a district¬ 
wide traffic calming plan. 


The gathering 
represented a tre¬ 
mendous show of 
community interest 
in pedestrian safety 
and the impact of 
traffic on neighbor¬ 
hood quality of life. 

Though the mostly 
working class and 
low income council 
district has half the 
number of the aver¬ 
age yearly fatalities 
per council district, 
traffic has emerged 

as a primary concern for residents in the 
past several years. Several community 
groups have taken up the issue, and res¬ 
idents are adamant about converting 
their roadways to safe and livable 
streets for everyone. After hearing the 


Too much, too fast: children negotiate around a car stopped in the crosswalk. 


same complaints from residents across 
his district about speeding, through- 
traffic and dangerous crossings, Council- 
member Carrion has promised to address 
their common concerns in a comprehen¬ 
sive way. 



O n October 17th nearly 1500 people on souped-up Schwinns and low 
riders, high-tech road machines and everyday get-around bikes 
showed up to ride the 5th Annual Tour de Bronx. The free bike tour of 
25 or 40 miles showcased an exciting cross section of The Bronx and 
was co-sponsored by the Bronx Borough President's Office, The Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation (BOEDC), and Transportation Alternatives. 

In addition to offering a unique view of The Bronx's many diverse neigh¬ 
borhoods, this year's ride also highlighted hidden treasures like the beautiful 
Woodlawn Cemetery, SUNY Maritime College at Fort Shuyler, and Orchard 
Beach. The tour ended at newly refurbished Poe Park with a jazz concert and a 
free pizza lunch courtesy of Domino's. 

Thanks to all who helped make this year's ride the biggest and best yet. The 
Bronx Borough President's Office and BOEDC deserve special thanks for spear¬ 
heading the event, as does T.A.'s Bronx Chapter, which works hard each year to 
put the ride together. Thanks to the NYC Depts. of Transportation, Sanitation 
and Parks who helped keep the route's streets and greenways in tip-top shape. 
Also thanks to the NYPD for their special escorts for the riders. 
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Pressure Points 


Transportation Alternatives Commemorates 
100 Years of Automobiles in Central Park 


"[Thoroughfares] have nothing in common with the park 
proper... [and] those agreeable sentiments that we should 
wish the park to inspire." -Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux, ca. 1859. 

O n Tuesday November 16, 1999, representatives from the 
Environmental Defense Fund, Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Harlem Environmental Impact Project, the 
Empire Skate Association, and the Central Park Track 
Club, joined T.A. to mark 100 years of cars in Central Park, and 
renew their calls for a Car-Free Central Park. 

Central Park is the world's most renowned urban park and, at 
times, a beautiful oasis from the hectic pace of city streets. But 
since the first car was allowed into the park 100 years ago, thou¬ 
sands of daily park users have been forced to endure an escalat¬ 
ing level of pollution, noise, and personal danger. Currently, cars 
are allowed on the Park's loop drive 16 hours each weekday, and 
24 hours on weekends from Thanksgiving to January 1st. 

At the ceremony, speakers addressed the century of intrusion 
by the automobile into New York's crown jewel and urged a 
return to park designer Frederick Law Olmsted's vision of Central 
Park as a refuge and retreat from the city. 

For 10 years, Transportation Alternatives has been fighting to 
restore Central Park to Olmsted's ideal. Citizens have staged more 
than 20 demonstrations, and written more than 15,000 letters 
and postcards asking for a car-free Central Park. With the passage 
of this sad anniversary, T.A. is confident that the end of cars in the 
park is near. Cars have had their century - it is time for the peo¬ 
ple of New York to have theirs. 

In the coming months, T.A.'s Car-Free Central Park Committee 
will be doing outreach to park users, community groups, and elect¬ 
ed officials to spread the word about a car-free park. If you'd like to 
help, contact Neel Scott at 212-629-8080, or ped@transalt.org. 



As cabs speed by in the background, speakers address 100 years of cars in 
Central Park. 


Central Park Facts 

• 75% of the cars using Central Park have only one passenger. 

• All of the motorists driving in the Park each hour could easily 
fit into one subway train. 

• 45% of Manhattan’s surface is devoted to moving or storing 
cars; 13% to its parks. 

• 77% of Manhattan’s households do not own cars. 

• A 1996 NYCDOT study found that nearly 65% of cars exceed 
the Loop Drive speed limit of 30 mph. On the East Drive 
between East 85th and East 96th Streets, and on the West Drive 
between West 81st and West 72nd Streets, 94% and 82% of 
motorists, respectively, exceeded the 30 mph speed limit. 

• Every year there are approximately 250 motor vehicle acci¬ 
dents on park roads. 


Brooklynites Protest Loss of 
Car-Free Hours in Prospect Park 

M onday, November 8th marked the return of 
Prospect Park to the 'dark ages', as cars were once 
again allowed on the loop drive 24 hours a day on 
weekdays until April. The City's action has no 
transportation rationale: DOT has provided no justification, and 
studies have shown that this move will actually encourage 
more driving and funnel more cars into already clogged 
Downtown Brooklyn. Brooklynites have a reason to be angry: 
the cars have returned despite over 10,000 postcards, a 
Community Board 6 resolution in support of a car-free trial, the 
support of all four city council members around the park, and a 
1998 Borough Hall hearing attended by over 400 car-free park 
supporters. 

Transportation Alternatives' Brooklyn Committee, along with 
Councilman Steven DiBrienza and staff members from Council¬ 
man Ken Fisher's office gathered at the park on the day of the 
cars' return to decry the status quo decision. 


Plaza Highway Signs Perturb Peds 

Faced with strong community opposition, the City DOT is 
reconsidering the installation of 27 huge green highway-style 
signs at Brooklyn's Grand Army Plaza. The historic Plaza, where 
several roads converge, has long been one of the most dangerous 
intersections in the city. 

Area residents and elected officials alike have been quick to 
oppose the highway signs on aesthetic 
grounds. Worse yet, though, the signs place 
traffic flow and motorist convenience 
above pedestrian safety and will help fun¬ 
nel more traffic into Prospect Park. DOT has 
been through this before. After community 
outrage forced the agency to replace the highway-style signs on 
The Bronx's Grand Concourse with traditional street signs and to 
make safety improvements, the number of pedestrian deaths on 
the Concourse dropped from 11 to 2 in one year. DOT should take 
this opportunity to improve safety at the Plaza by ensuring ade¬ 
quate pedestrian crossing cycles and installing leading pedestrian 
intervals, raised crosswalks and wider medians. 

Ask Deputy Mayor Joseph Lhota to treat Grand Army Plaza 
like the historic intersection it is, not a highway interchange. 


Write to: 

Joseph Lhota 
Deputy Mayor 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 
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Groups Push Transit Capital Plan 

A coalition of environmental groups, including the Straphangers 
Campaign, T.A., the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, the 
Environmental Defense Fund and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, is pushing a five-point revision to the MTA's 
Five-Year Capital Plan. The plan comes at a crucial time: subway rider- 
ship is at a 30-year high, and there are a million more subway and bus 
riders a day now than two years ago. 

Five Point Program for Better NYC Subways & Buses 

Provide more service and reduce crowding. 

The MTA's proposed five-year plan will expand transit service by less 
than 2%. We agree with the Regional Plan Association, which has 
called for 500 more subway cars and 1000 more buses than the MTA 
proposes. 

Adopt a policy of "no new diesel buses." 

The MTA proposes to buy two-and-a-half times as many polluting 
diesel buses (756) as clean fuel buses (300), despite having already 
adopted a no new diesels policy for its Long Island bus subsidiary. 

Increase funds for city transit to reflect ridership. 

MTA has proposed decreasing the funding split for NYC Transit from 
77% to 69%. This, though NYC Transit moves 91% of the MTA's cus¬ 
tomers, while Metro North/LIRR moves 9%. 

Build a 2nd Ave. subway with connections to other boroughs. 

A full-length Second Avenue subway is a crucial link in New York City's 
regional transit development. 

Include a commitment of new state funds for transit. 

The MTA's plan forecasts a $2.5 billion funding gap for its five-year 
plan, but calls for no new state aid . This could mean as much as a 50- 
cent fare increase. NYC subway and bus riders already have the highest 
fare box burden in the nation, paying 66% of the cost of operations. 

Send email to Gov. Pataki telling him that you want better transit 
now. Go to www.straphangers.org and click on 'End the Crush.' 

lwo-Way Toll for the Verrazano Now! 

L ower Manhattan is being pounded to pieces by heavy trucks and 
choking on staggering traffic. The pollution, noise and menace 
are so severe that incensed neighborhood residents and elected 
officials staged two demonstrations late last year. The one-way, 
Brooklyn-bound, toll on the Verrazano Bridge fuels the problem. To 
avoid the toll, west bound truckers and motorists detour along the 
Gowanus Expressway and through the crowded city streets of lower 
Manhattan to take the Holland Tunnel free into NJ. 

Transportation experts and elected officials representing lower 
Manhattan and west Brooklyn have long decried the one-way toll as 
irrational and environmentally destructive. The toll is a technological 
and political dinosaur from another era, rooted in the mistaken con¬ 
ventional wisdom that a two-way toll would hurt Staten Island 
motorists. In November, T.A. asked Senator Schumer to champion a 
Federal study assessing the effects of installing two-way tolls, incorpo¬ 
rating discounts for SI residents, and using EZ-Pass and non-stop 
tolling technology, such as computerized photographing and billing for 
non-pass holders. An objective study would reveal that a two-way toll 
increasing during peak traffic periods and decreasing in off-peak peri¬ 
ods would reduce traffic in lower Manhattan and west Brooklyn, while 
easing traffic on the bridge itself, a win-win result for everyone. 

Write: 

Senator Charles Schumer 
757 Third Avenue Rm 17-02 
New York, NY 10017 
Fax: 212-486-7693 


Metropolitan 


New York City 


TransitChek Boon for NYC 

In January, New York City will begin offering tax-free 
transit benefits to 150,000 municipal employees through 
the TransitChek program, which allows employees to 
exempt up to $65 per month for transit expenses from fed¬ 
eral income taxes. Workers in NYC already represent about 
60% of all Americans taking advantage of the benefit. After 
city employees begin participating in January, New Yorkers 
will represent over 80% of participants. This is good news 
for City residents, who pay billions of dollars in taxes more 
to the feds than the City gets back. 


Metro Area 


Traffic Problems Outpace Population 

According to the Texas Transportation Institute's annual 
mobility report, traffic problems continue to significantly 
outpace population in the NY region. From 1982 to 1997, 
population grew 3%, while the hours drivers were stuck in 
traffic annually more than doubled from 15 to 38. In addi¬ 
tion, road building and total driving significantly outpaced 
population growth as well, growing by 18% and 43% 
respectively. These trends are fueled by highway building 
and sprawl development. 


New Jersey 


NJ TPKE: Biggest Tolling Experiment in USA 

In late November, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
announced a proposal for new toll rates and variable 
tolling for EZ-Pass users on the NJ Turnpike. According to 
the plan, cash tolls would increase by 20% in 2001, and 
another 17% in 2003, while EZ-Pass tolls -set to go 
online on the Turnpike in 2000- would increase by 8% in 
2001 and another 10% in 2003. EZ-Pass tolls would vary 
by time of day, with higher peak period prices, in order to 
reduce congestion, and off-peak users would see no hike 
in 2001, and only a 5% hike in 2003. The higher cash tolls 
would be collected at all times. The plan still needs to be 
approved by Governor Christine Todd Whitman, and will 
be subject to a public hearing. If the toll proposal goes 
through, the plan would be the most extensive use of 
variable tolling on any major American toll road. 


City Transit 


Subway and Bus Snapshot: MTA 2000-2004 
Proposal vs. Recent Trends 

• Number of subway cars MTA plans to buy by 2004: 1130 

• Number needed to add subway service: 1600 

• Number of buses MTA plans to buy: 1056 

• Number needed to add bus service: 2100 

• New service MTA plans to add by 2004: less than 3% 

• Subway ridership increase, 1997-1999: 14% 

• Subway service increase, 1997-1999:4% 

• Bus ridership increase, 1997-1999: 36% 

• Bus service increase, 1997-1999: 9% 

Adapted from the Tri-State Transportation Campaign's free 
weekly bulletin, Mobilizing the Region. Subscribe at 
www.tstc.org 
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Newark’s Quiet 



P icture spending an entire day 
cycling around New York City and 
only rarely encountering automo¬ 
biles. Or, think about biking to 
work through car-clogged Manhattan and 
spending all but a few blocks on spectac¬ 
ular riverfront paths. Consider being able 
to ride in the rain or with your child with¬ 
out worrying about dangerous drivers. 
How about kids riding, skating or skate¬ 
boarding to school quickly and safely 
along leafy paths. A fantasy? Nope, these 
are just some of the cycling joys promised 
by the City's ambitious 400-mile green¬ 
way plan - some of which is already in 
place or being built. 

Connecting “The Threads ef 
Green” 

Greenways are New York City's biggest and 
best cycling secret. After years of planning 
and construction, a sprawling network of 
greenway paths is emerging in every bor¬ 


ough. A "greenway" is an off-street path, 
often following waterfronts, rail lines and 
parks. In New York City, many miles of 
greenway are already in place in the form 
of existing park and waterfront paths and 
historic bike paths. Some of these, like the 
Vanderbilt Motor Parkway (pictured 
above), stretch for miles, others for a only 
few hundred yards. The goal of the green¬ 
way plan is to connect these threads into 
a much larger and continuos network. (A 
map and list of the greenway network are 
on the next page.) 

Today, New York City has 72 miles of 
greenway routes, with another 26 miles 
under construction, and 80 more miles 
planned. The greenway network is by far 
the largest recipient of bicycling related 
funding. About $75 million in Federal, 
State and City transportation funds is ded¬ 
icated to greenways. Yet, so far cyclists 
have seen only a glimpse of the future 
greenway network in the form of the Rt. 


9A interim path on Manhattan's west side 
and in places like Little Bay in Queens. 
But, like dandelions emerging after a 
spring rain, miles of greenways will soon 
be completed in every borough. If green¬ 
way advocates like the Neighborhood 
Open Space Coalition prevail, the NYC 
greenway network will be hooked into the 
East Coast Greenway, which is planned 
from Quebec to Washington D.C. and then 
south to Key West, Florida. Regionally, the 
Hudson River section of the NYC greenway 
is also part of a larger Hudson River 
Greenway which will stretch from the 
southern tip of Manhattan to Albany. 
There are also plans afloat to link paths 
from the Queens border to Montauk. 

Federal Transpe Funds 
Drive Growth 

The engine behind the greenway expan¬ 
sion is the billions in Federal transporta¬ 
tion funds made available to New York 
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City under ISTEA in the early 1990's. These 
Federal funds have special programs tar¬ 
geted to reduce air pollution and improve 
overall quality of life. About seven years 
ago, a brief but intense debate occurred 
among city agencies and public interest 
groups over how to best spend these funds 
for bicycle and pedestrian improvements. 
Greenways, which provide abundant recre¬ 
ational opportunities, expand public space 
and do not take road space from the car, 
proved the least controversial way to 
spend large amounts on non-motorized 
transportation dollars. Flowever, in recent 
years, greenway funding has tapered off, 
supplanted by demands for traffic calming 
and pedestrian projects. 

One of the nicest things about advo¬ 
cating for greenways is that public offi¬ 
cials like them and want to work on them. 
Elected officials and the vast majority of 
community boards and civic groups sup¬ 
port them. Additionally, bureaucrats gen¬ 
uinely seem to like them. Many public 
agencies have a hand in the greenway 
network. The lead City agency for green¬ 
way construction is the Department of 
Parks and Recreation, which is responsible 
for by far the largest share of greenway 
construction and design work. The Depart¬ 
ment of City Planning has a big role in 
identifying new projects and keeping an 
eye on the overall network. The City Eco¬ 
nomic Development Corporation is in 
charge of the East River Greenway. Lastly, 
the State DOT built the Route 9A Green¬ 
way on the Pludson from the Battery to 
59th Street, and has helped with Bronx 
River and Plutchinson River paths. 

A Century-Old Idea 

Greenways - special paths for bicyclists - 
date back to 1895, when the Ocean Park¬ 
way bike path was created by Frederick 
Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, who also 
designed Central Park. Robert Moses, the 
great highway builder and urban despoiler, 
was another greenway builder. Moses built 
the Belt / Shore Parkway, Bronx River, 
Plutchinson River, Cross Island and Wan- 
tagh Parkway paths. In fact, much of the 
new greenway work is rebuilding old ones 
that were paved over or allowed to fall 
into ruin. Had these historic pathways 
been maintained, much of the greenway 
network would already be in place. 

Benefits 

The greenway network will give a big boost 
to cycling. How big we do not know, but 
the potential is huge. Beginning cyclists will 
have miles of car-free routes to practice on. 
Potential commuters who love to ride but 


not in heavy traffic, will have a new option. 
So too will casual cyclists riding to the park, 
to see friends or to go shopping. Eventually, 
the greenway network is likely to become a 
tourist destination in its own right; a new 
way to explore the metropolis. And without 
doubt, the greenway system will make NYC 
a better place to live for people of all races 
and classes. 

Problems 

Like any ambitious public works project in 
New York City, the greenway network 
faces its share of vexing problems. Money 
is still a big concern. Building paths on 
waterfronts can involve very expensive 
bulkhead and pier work. For instance, in 
Riverside Park, because of the expense of 
building piers, new sections of the Hudson 
River Greenway will be 8 feet wide despite 
the need for 12 feet to accommodate the 
anticipated throngs of walkers, joggers, 
skaters and cyclists. In other places, offi¬ 
cials balk at spending two or three million 
to build strategic bridge path links over 
highways. The greenways are also slowed 
by the conflict between different public 
agencies over the use of public lands. This 
takes the form of everything from moving 
a giant pile of Department of Sanitation 
road salt or storage shed, to the size of 
parking lots at waterfront economic devel¬ 
opment sites. There is no governmental 
coordinating body, unifying policy or exec¬ 
utive edict on greenways to help with 
these problems. This means that govern¬ 
ment greenway planners are on their own 
when faced with NIMBY opposition to a 
greenway. In The Bronx, in a case with 

The Mega 

Two greenway projects, the Hudson 
River Greenway and the East River 
Esplanade stand out as having strate¬ 
gic importance for the future of 
cycling in NYC. The Hudson River 
Greenway will connect Manhattan’s 
huge employment and entertainment 
destinations south of 60th street with 
the dense residential neighborhoods 
of the Upper West Side. The path is 
projected to carry 1,000 cyclists an 
hour during peak periods, which will 
make it the busiest bike path in the 
nation. By the summer of 2000 the 
path should be in place south of 72nd 
street. By 2005 it should extend to 
155th street. 

Across town, the East River / 


racial overtones, a community board is 
stymieing a greenway that would form a 
new connection from one neighborhood to 
Ferry Point Park. Also in The Bronx, a 
handful of wealthy Riverdale residents 
oppose the creation of the Hudson River 
Greenway, citing a fear of strangers on 
foot or bikes hundreds of yards away and 
down a steep hill from their homes. Their 
opposition is odd, since greenways have 
been repeatedly shown to increase the 
property value of nearby homes. 

Lastly, greenways are multi-use paths 
that have a hard time accommodating very 
different users. Cyclists do not mix well 
with skaters and dog walkers. No doubt as 
the greenway network expands, conflict 
between user groups will surface as a big 
issue. Also, as planned, some of the most 
important greenways are not well connect¬ 
ed to bridges or the street grid. 

Greenways: 

Helping te Bring Bicycling 
Inte the Mainstream 

The creation of a vast greenway network is 
exciting to cyclists in its own right. But the 
paths have a more profound importance for 
cycling in the city. The greenways will put 
thousands of prospective and infrequent 
cyclists into the saddle. Even if they are just 
riding to and from the greenway path, 
these cyclists will be a big cycling presence 
on city streets. Spurred by the freedom of 
riding, it's likely a fair share of these cyclists 
will venture onto the streets. T.A.'s challenge 
is to make sure the greenways do get built 
and that the streets are ready for the 
cyclists soon to discover them. 

BikeWays 

Harlem River Greenway will ultimate¬ 
ly provide an extraordinary car-free 
cycling link between the East River 
Bridges and the east side of Manhat¬ 
tan. The path is nearly completed 
south of 23rd street and already runs 
from 60th street to 125th Street. With 
the completion of the Harlem River 
Esplanade in the next few years, the 
path will reach almost to the northern 
tip of Manhattan. The price tag for 
just the section south of 60th street is 
a whopping $80 million due to the 
need for extensive bulkhead and 
marine work. Another obstacle along 
the path’s route is the United Nations, 
which cites security concerns in 
opposing a path on its riverside. 
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State of NYC Greenways by Borough 


Greenway Path 

Status* Milos 

Staten Island 

1 North Shore Rail with Trail 

Aquisition, Planning and Design 

5.0 

2 Staten Island Bikeway and Trail (lakes) 

Complete next 5 years 

5.0 

3 Green Belt Bike Path 

Complete next 5 years 

6.0 

4 North Shore Rail with Trail 

Complete next 5 years 


5 North Shore Rail with Trail 

Snug Harbor section existing 


6 Staten Island Cultural Trail (Beach) 

Part existing 

2.5 

7 Amusden Trail 

Complete next 5 years 


8 South Shore 

Complete next 10 years 

20.0 

Brooklyn 

9 Brooklyn Waterfront Trail 

Complete next 5 years 


10 Ocean Parkway Bike Pedestrian Corridor 

Existing 

4.5 

11 Esplanade at Brooklyn Army Terminal 

Complete next 5 years 


12 Sunset Park Connector 

Planning 


13 Shore Parkway Path: Bay Parkway to Knapp St. 

Complete next 5 years 


14 Shore Parkway Path : Knapp St. to Pennsylvania Ave. 

Existing 

5.0 

Queens 

15 Shore parkway Path: Pennsylvania Ave. to JFK Airport 

Complete next 5 years 

6.0 

16 Rockaway Gateway Greenway 

Complete next 5 years 


17 Rockaway Gateway Greenway 

Complete next 5 years 


18 Southern Parkway and Conduit Ave. 

Planning 


19 Laurelton and Cross Island Blvd. Connector 

f Master Plan completed Dec. 1999 

32 

20 Brooklyn/Queens Greenway 

\ Parts under construction in Queens 


Bronx 

21 Putnam Rail Line 225th St. -Westchester Co. 

Planning, 2 miles existing 
in Van Cortlandt Park 


22 Grand Concourse Greenway 

Planning 


23 Bronx River Greenway 

Constructed over next 10 years 


24 Soundview Park path 

Linder construction; esplanade under 

construction, part of the Soundview Park 
to Ferry Point Park Greenway. 

Completion date Jan 2001 

25 Soundview Greenway 

26 Hutchinson Parkway Bikeway/Walkway 

Master Plan completed Dec. 1999 


27 Mosholu Pelham Parkway Extension Pelham Park/City 
Island Section 

Completed Nov. '99 


39 Highbridge Park 

Manhattan 

28 Pier Rehabilitation/ section of East river 

In design; including ramped access to the 
(still closed) Highbridge. 

Bikeway and esplanade 

Construction 

1.3 

29 Stuyvesant Cove 

Construction 


30 East River Esplanade 

Design and Construction 

3.5 

31 Harlem River Esplanade: 125 St. to 145 St. 

Design and Construction 


32 Rt 9A Bikeway/Walkway: Pier A 59th 

Complete 2000 


33 Riverside South Esplanade 59th -72nd 

Complete 2001 

.65 

34 Riverside Park Walk: 83rd -125th 

Complete 2003 

3.0 

35 Riverside Park Walk: 125th -155th 

Hudson River Valley Greenway: 

Complete 2003 

1.5 

Cherry Walk (Riverside Park) 100th St. -125th St. 

Complete next 5 years 

1.25 

36 Hudson River Valley Greenway 155th St. to County Line 

Planning 

7.0 

36a Fort Washington Park-Riverside Park Link, 155th St. 158th St. Completed 


37 Harlem River Access: 145th - Broadway Bridge 

Planning 

4.5 

Harlem River Park Bikeway and Esplanade 142nd-145th St. Completed 


38 Randall's Island 

Existing 

4.5 


Data compiled from various sources including: the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, New York 
City Department of City Planning and Neighborhood Open Space Coalition. 

*Status/completion dates are unofficial estimates by T.A. 


winter 1999 - 2000 Transportation Alternatives 17 







Calendar 


For updated event information and last minute changes, see T.A.'s web calendar at 

http://www.transalt.org/calendar/index.html 


January 


February 


Tue. Jan 4,11,18,24 7-9 pm Recycle-A-Bicycle Winter Bicycle Repair 
Workshop Class #1. Charas/ El Bohio Com 
munity Center, 605 E. 9th St. $180 for 4 
classes, 10% discount for T.A. members. 
For more info, call Karen: 212-260-7055 (1-7 
pm). 


Tue. Feb 1,8,26,22 7-9 pm Recycle-A-Bicycle Winter Bicycle Repair 
Workshop Class #2. Charas/ El Bohio Com¬ 
munity Center, 605 E. 9th St. $180 for 4 
classes. 10% discount for T.A. members. 
For more info, call Karen: 212-260-7055 (1-7 
pm). 


Wed. Jan 12 6-9pm 

Thu. Jan 13 6:30-8:00pm 

Wed. Jan 19 6:30-8:30 

Tue. Jan 25 6-8 pm 


Wed. Jan 26 6-9 pm 


Sat. Jan 2911 am 


T.B.A. 


Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Exclusive 
catering by Jack's World tempts you to 
keep your New Year's resolution to be a 
stellar T.A. volunteer. 


Wed. Feb 9 6-9 pm 


Volunteer Night. Will you be our Valentine 
Volunteer? 


Wed. Feb 16 6:30-8:30 pm 


T.A. Brooklyn Committee Meeting. Location 
T.B.A. For details call T.A.:212-629-8080. 


Cycling Forum. T.A. Office. Join us for a dis¬ 
cussion of T.A.'s cycling advocacy and to 
throw in your two cents on what cycling 
improvements you want to see. 


Tue. Feb 22 6-8 pm 


Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. Office. Speaker 
T.B.A. For more info call George: 212-475- 
3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com. 



Tell 


Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Volunteering is 
in the air! 

Magazine mailing party for the March-April 
issue. Call T.A. or checkthe web. 


What Bugs You? 
What Do You Want Changed? 
us online atwww.transalt.org 

How Can You Get Involved? 


Bronx Bike SI 
Meet @ Willi. 

Oval Park. Br 
carry magazii 
Bronx Chapte 
info, call Rich 
2203. 

Monthly Car-1 
tral Park Com 
Meetings. Ca 
info: 212-629-_ 


sT.A. Need Dedicated Volunteers For? 
Find out online atwww.transalt.org 


Thumbs up for T.A. volunteers! We couldn't do it without you! 


T.A. Brooklyn Committee Monthly Meeting. 
Location T.B.A. For details call T.A.:212-629- 
8080. 


Wed. Feb 23 6-9 pm 


TBA: 


Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. Office. 
Speaker: "Tre 
into a Park- 
marskjold PI 
Sepersky. For 
George: 212-^ 
haikalis@jun 


Volunteer Ni 
Office. Forget 
sports, it's toe 
cold. Instead, 
with us! 




The Good Deeds Continue... 

On the second and last Wednesday of each month, T.A. becomes a beehive of activity as folks gather for the evenings event — Volunteer Night! It’s usually a big bunch of 
mailings, but you never know what will happen and who will be there. If it’s nice out, some of us will hit the streets to reach out to fellow cyclists. You can count on plenty 
of snacks and drinks to keep you satiated and hydrated. The topics vary, but there’s never a shortage of advice — if you want it of course. Call 212-629-8080 or drop in. 

Join us on these nights: January 12th, January 26th, February 9th, February 23rd — come by anytime after 6pm 
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Volunteer of the Month 


Joshua Zalen 



jS*^. 

Northeast Recumbents ^ 

Hivd Specialty Bit ss- 

Johannes Gro&sstwmk 

u HttvVf.n 

Vfirana. Q7044 T® J. A «*-*»**» 


Age: 24 
Neighborhood: 
Occupation: M 

Consulting 
T.A. Member S 

and off for the past 
How did you c 

T.A?: Two years a 
the Metro Section ol 
joined because I arr 
public transportat 
because of its huge p 
At work I have 
jects. Andersen enco 
time "usefully," e 
volunteering for a 
started to volunteer 
help further the p 
transit agenda. 
Volunteer 
Rallies, volunteer n 
magazine mailing pa 
constructing a datab 
to organize TA's lib 
(and last minute expe 
Excel help as T .1 
moves to a new mem 
bership database). 


day, what do you do?: I 
strian focused, or recruit more 
lance out all the bicycle-oriented 
re on the cover of the maga- 
the 2nd Avenue Subway line, not 
rallies on the weekends so more 


It's a lot of fun, good to 
s. I liked the addition of choco- 
t last time. The only semi-nega- 


r of Brooklyn, called the "Brook- 
f long tour incorporates walking, 
y and even roller-coasters. [Find 
at www.geocities.com/ 
our.html or email yussil870@ 
m.] 

members volun- 
one of the few bicycle, 
trian and transit advocacy orga- 
ions around in the City. If you 
find the time, volunteering is an 
sy way to become more deeply 
Ived in issues that affect you. 
rooklyn Wish List: A truly 
:ar-free Fulton Street Mall and a 
ull-time car-free Prospect Park. 


's a well organized, together and 
zine, I wish it came out every 


LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, Suite 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 
212-577-9710 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
AND YOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

— Free Consultation — 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 
Fellow Cyclist & City Resident 


oLconi 


NTftL 


71 IT 


■ ■IP 
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Commuter of the Monti 

Frederica Joh 

Age: 57 

Neighborhood: Midtown 
Occupation: Personal Shopper 
What kind of bike do you ride? 

I think it's an old Lady Schwinn. I'm not sure o, 
name. I do know that when I take it into the bi( 
shop the guys always "oh" and "aaaah" becai 
guess it is the oldest bike they have coming intc 
shop on a regular basis. It is hard to get parts fi 
it is sort of pieced together from different brand? 
How did you get your start cycling in 
Twenty years ago I took a job which didn't pay 
was looking for something that would cut an 
Biking to work was ideal. 

How do your coworkers and clients re 
your cycling? 

They think I'm eccentric, but that's all right, bee 
making a positive statement. There is no bettei 
get around New York, quickly and affordably. 
Essential riding gear? 

When I started commuting, I was working as a bu^ 
Garment Center. So I had to dress nicely. I alwa 
high heels and a suit. Actually I'm so used to rid 
heels that I find it hard to ride in sneakers, becai 
grasp the pedals much better. About five years ac 
on Park Avenue - and was lucky I didn't get rur 
always wear a helmet. A year ago I took another ■ 
on Park Avenue. I ended up breaking my jaw (didn 
in my pantyhose, though) but thank God I had helm 


Jo Ann Ellison, Esq., 

Attorney at Law G fellow cyclist 

Practicing in the areas of: 

►Bicycle Accidents ►Personal Injury 
►Real Estate ►Corporations 



oticed in cycling during the past 

n executives riding to work. Going up 6th 
n 4 and 7 I'll be passed by at least a half a 
bviously some sort of executives. Also, the 
lie more considerate, in the last few years. I 
be very considerate of other bikers, which 
de ago when they first started out. 
te cycling better in NYC? 
ore parking spots. It's really a problem, 
n the Garment Center. There's not that 
to lock your bike to anymore, and no bike 
be helpful. I've had my bike chained up by 
d it to a city sign near the hotel. I had to 
lecture and finally they unlocked it. This 
other times on Central Park South. I don't 
ay with it - those signs aren't theirs to 

downsides to cycling in the City? 

that there are any downsides! In 20 years 
couple of accidents and a couple of bad 
es, but nothing so traumatizing that I 
go right back and do it again. Even when 
it, I was impressed by all the people that 
me out. Two UPS men stopped all the 
on Park Avenue and helped me pick up 
e. These things build awareness. To me 
ng makes sense, I'd like to see more 
riding. 


►Wills 


►Contracts 


▲Free consultation 


212 - 260-8009 


-,.^1_ LT M 

GTY CYCLING SECRETS IN 1 

Urban 

tlKERS 9 

Tricks 
& Tip 


IMS 

tk-ri-dj* hi jH+*< .-h-Ij 







20 Transportation Alternatives winter 1999 - 2000 








































































































RLD 


A UTO-FREE W 


Annual Car-Free Day 
Sweeps Europe 

France's year-old movement to ban cars 
from city centers for one day is sweeping 
across Europe. This year, more than 150 
cities in France, Italy and Switzerland 
declared their city centers car-free zones 
for September 22. French Environment 
Minister Dominique Voynet said the per¬ 
centage of residents using their cars in the 
city centers dropped from 22% to 5%, 
with pollution falling by 20 to 30%. An 
opinion poll showed 83% of residents in 
the French cities involved wanted the 
experiment repeated. Voynet urged all 
European cities to participate in next 
year's 'City Center Without My Car' day, 
set for September 22, 2000. 

-Reuters News Service 

Welcome te Walden Meat 

A shopping mall will pay $2 million to the 
family of a teenager killed by a truck as 
she attempted to cross a busy seven-lane 
highway to get to her mall job. The family 
of 17-year-old Cynthia Wiggins accused 
the Walden Galleria in suburban Buffalo 
of using the highway as a moat to exclude 
residents of color from the mall. The mall 
denied entrance to the city bus Ms. Wig¬ 
gins took to her job, forcing her to get off 
at an intersection with neither crosswalks 
nor pedestrian signals, and traverse seven 
lanes of highway. Defense lawyers claimed 
that the mall was not obliged to accom¬ 
modate public transportation. Neverthe¬ 
less they decided to settle the case. The 
mall has since changed its bus policy. 

-The New York Times 

Dismantling the Car-tel 

Most cars are banned from downtown. 
Major streets are closed to traffic on week¬ 
ends and holidays. All metro stops have 
large bike parking areas equipped with 
racks. Cabs may not cruise but instead wait 
in line at designated taxi stands. Is this 
Amsterdam? The New York City of your 
dreams? Guess again-it's Medellin, Colum¬ 
bia. Renowned for its drug smuggling car¬ 
tel, Columbia's second-largest city is 
making major strides toward blocking a 
car-tel of a different kind. Any ideas on 
how to smuggle Medellin's progressive 
policies into this country are welcome. 
-adapted from an e-Bikes communication 


A Place of Concorde for 
Pedestrians 

Plans to turn Paris' famed Place de la Con¬ 
corde into a pedestrian-only zone moved 
closer to reality after France's Culture 
Minister approved the plan. The Place, 
dominated by an obelisk standing between 
the Tuileries gardens and the start of the 
Champs Elysees, is currently overrun with 
traffic and parked tour buses. 

—Agence France-Presse 

Cars Loavo Psychological 
Scars on Kids 

Even children with minor injuries following 
a traffic incident are at risk for developing 
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
according to a new study in Pediatrics, the 
journal of the American Academy of Pedi¬ 
atrics. PTSD consists of symptoms and psy¬ 
chological reactions that may follow a 
traumatic experience. According to the 
study, one-quarter of children suffered 
PTSD following a traffic-related injury. 
Furthermore, PTSD rates were similar to 
those of children exposed to violence. 
According to the study, traffic injury 
remains the leading health threat to 
American children. In 1996, 938,000 chil¬ 
dren under 21 years of age were injured in 
cars, 40,000 as pedestrians and 33,000 as 
bicyclists. 

-American Academy of Pediatrics 


Mexico City Turns to 
Women to Fight Traffic 
Crime 

Hoping to quell corruption among traffic 
policemen, Mexico City is yanking ticket¬ 
writing authority from the city's 900 male 
traffic enforcers and creating a new, all¬ 
female squad of patrols. In a city where 
red lights are mere suggestions, the traffic 
policeman in his brown uniform often per¬ 
sonifies corruption, notoriously eager for a 
bribe in return for pocketing his ticket 
book. "[Women] are more highly regarded 
by people," said Secretary of Public Securi¬ 
ty Alejandro Gertz. Added his spokesman, 
Valentin Perez: "Women, by nature, are 
more moral. They take the straighter road." 

—The Washington Post 


More Die From Read 
Pollution Than Accidents 

Road traffic is the fastest growing source 
of pollution in Europe. In some countries 
more people die as a result of this air pol¬ 
lution than car accidents, says a new 
report by the World HeaIth Organization 
(WHO). The report found that air pollution 
from cars in Austria, France and Switzer¬ 
land triggered an extra 21,000 premature 
deaths per year from respiratory or heart 
diseases, more than the total number of 
annual traffic deaths in the three coun¬ 
tries. The report shows air pollution from 
cars caused 300,000 extra cases of bron¬ 
chitis in children, 15,000 hospital admis¬ 
sions for heart disease and 162,000 asthma 
attacks in children in the three countries. 
"The growing evidence that air pollution 
causes a major health burden adds to the 
effects of road traffic through noise, acci¬ 
dents and barriers to cycling and walking, 
and we need to address this head on," said 
Dr Carlos Dora, of the WFIO Center for 
Health and Environment in Rome. 

-Car Busters 

A New Employee ‘Benef W 

An architecture and engineering firm in 
Holmdel, New Jersey, recently added a new 
employee benefit-free: BMWs for all work¬ 
ers. ARCNET CEO Al Galdi said the cars are 
"a key component in attracting and 
rewarding the most creative and best [pro¬ 
fessionals]. I am honored to include these 
beautiful BMWs in the ARCNET benefit 
package." Gushed one worker, "Once we 
heard that Mr. Galdi would be adding 
BMWs to our benefits package last Christ¬ 
mas, we recognized the personal care he 
brings to the company." 

-CE News 


I 

Have you visited 
our website lately? 


http://www.transalt.on 


Featuring new material 
and old favorites! 
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January / February 2000 

Rides rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 



Thurs AM Rides. Fast n' Fab. For the GWB, contact 
Mark at 212-568-6033 or posey@ymcaret.org. For 
Prospect Park, contact Chris at 718-636-9298 or cpa- 
pagni@frenchculinary.com. For Central Park, con¬ 
tact Paul at 212- 362-4719 or paulracine@aol.com. 
Sun Dec 19. Stately homes. A holiday tour of some 
stately homes of the lower Fludson Valley, Lynd- 
hurst, Sunnyside and Phillips Manor. About 50 mi., 
moderate pace, all bikes welcome. Flelmets 
required. Ride leaves from the big rock just north of 
the Boathouse in Central Park @ 9 a.m. Fast n' Fab. 
Ride leader: Richard, 212-757-7434 or rg433@aol.com. 
Fri Dec 31. New Year's Eve Critical Mass. Meets 10pm 
at Columbus Circle/59th St. Time's Up. 212.802.8222 
Fri Dec 31. Yaohan & 01' Blue Eyes. Japanese shop¬ 
ping mall, Frank Sinatra Park & Greenway Pier. 
Bring a lock, $ for lunch, Waterways ferry ($3) to the 
World Financial Center. 20 miles, mostly flat. Meet @ 
10 am at the Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Sun Jan 2. Yawn Ride. About 65 mi., derate to hasty 
pace, road bikes only. Stop in Nyack on the way 
back. Fast n' Fab, Co-listed with the New York Cycle 
Club. Helmets required. Ride leaves from the big 
rock just north of the Boathouse in Central Park @ 9 
a.m. Ride leaders: Paulette, 718-293-0885, Bob, 212- 
567-7160, bob@nylink.com. 

Sun Jan 2. Frostbite Ride #5 at New York Botanical 
Gardens. If you did the Tour De Bronx bike event, 
bring special guest pass, Bronx Cultural Card (two- 
for-one discount). Bring a lock, $ for lunch, admis¬ 
sion. 25 miles, mostly flat. Meet@ 10:30 am. at the 
Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Thurs Jan 6. A fun mass ride throughout the streets. 
Meet @ 7 pm, Astor Cube. The Wedge/Critical Mass, 
212-802-8222. 

Sun Jan 9. T.A. Joyride: Staten Island Winter Tour. 
No fee. 11 am meeting in SI. See p.23. 212.629.8080 
Sun Jan 9. Frostbite Ride #6 at Staten Island. An 
1800s Italian patriot and a 1900s American photogra¬ 
pher had residences in Staten Island. Bike to these 
places, now museums. Bring a lock, $ for lunch, 
admission. 25 miles, mostly flat. Meet @ 9 am at City 
Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Jan 9. Piermont Ride up Route 9W to the little 
town with all the places to eat. Contact leader @ 8 am 
the day of the ride regarding the weather. About 40 
mi., moderate to sprightly pace, all bikes welcome. 
Helmets required. Ride leaves from the big rock just 
north of the Boathouse in Central Park @ 9 a.m. Ride 
leader: Bob, 212-595-3593 or res5@columbia.edu. 

Sun Jan 16. Frostbite Ride #7 — Coney Island 
Dreamin'. Bklyn's Bay Shore greenway with the 
breathtaking "Narrows" &Verrazano Bridge. Bring 


$ for Totonno's lunch & lock. 25 miles, mostly flat. 
Meet @ 9 am at City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Sun Jan 23. Frostbite Ride #8 — Under & Over The 
Hudson. Catch a Trans-Hudson train, then head 
north on flat and hilly NJ roads. After landing in 
Manhattan, go south for more. Bring $ for hot, sit- 
down lunch, $1 for PATH & lock. 25 miles, mostly flat. 
Meet @ 9 am at City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Fri Jan 28. Moonlight Ride. A fun, relaxing auto-free 
ride through Central Park. Totally safe. Bike guides 
in front & rear. Time's Up! Meet @ 10 pm, Columbus 
Circle. 212-802-8222. 

Sat Jan 29. Bronx Bike Shop Ride. Meet 11am 
@Williamsbridge Oval Park. Bring bags to carry 
magazines in. T.A. Bronx Chapter. Ride leader: Rich, 
718-653-2203. 

Sun Jan 30. Frostbite Ride #9 - Sheepshead Bay & 
Beyond. Ride through quiet Bklyn neighborhoods & 
Sheepshead Bay. Weather permitting, bike to Floyd 
Bennett field. Bring $ for lunch & a lock. 25 miles, 
mostly flat. Meet @ 9 am at City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets 
required. 

Thurs Feb 3. A fun mass ride throughout the streets. 
Meet @ 7 pm, Astor Cube. The Wedge/Critical Mass. 
212-802-8222. 

Sat Feb 5. Loop The Loop. Laps in Central Park 
(Manhattan) & Prospect Park (Brooklyn) - in a day. 
45-50 miles projected, mostly flat. Bring $ for lunch 
& a lock. Meet @ 8:30 am at AYH, 104th St. & Ams¬ 
terdam Ave. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Feb 6. Frostbite Ride #10 - Uncle George's Cui¬ 
sine. We'll go up the (East) River to Astoria. Feast on 
tasty Balkan fare. Bring $ for lunch and a lock. 25 
miles, mostly flat. Meet @ 9 am at City Hall. 5BBC. 
Helmets required. 

Sat Feb 12. Year Of The Dragon @ Snug Harbor. For 
the Chinese New Year, ride SI loops before visiting 
Snug Harbor & see a Chinese Scholar's Garden, the 
first of its kind in the USA. Bring lunch, $, & a lock. 
20 miles, mostly flat. Meet @ 9 am at South Ferry to 
take the 9:30 am boat. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Feb 13. Frostbite Ride #11 - Staten Island With 
Giuseppi & Alice. Exiled Garibaldi was here before 
unifying Italy. Austen was a remarkable photogra¬ 
pher. Both lived in SI residences, now museums. 
Bring $ for admission, lunch & a lock. 25 miles, 
mostly flat. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Feb 20. Frostbite Ride #12 - Coney Island Dreamin'. 
Ride the Bklyn side of NY Bay. Then Totonno's for 
mouthwatering pizza. Bring $ for lunch and a lock. 
Meet @ 9 am at City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri Feb 25. Moonlight Ride. A fun, relaxing auto-free 
ride through Central Park. Totally safe. Bike guides 


ride resources 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 

201-225-1525 

Fast and Fabulous Cycling Club 

Lesbian and gay bike club 
212-567-7160 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 

212-932-2300 x115 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: 
helmets must be worn on all rides! 

L&M Tourers 

718-601-5332 

New York Cycle Club 

212-828-5711 

North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 

201-291-2332 
Paumonok Bicycle Club 

516-942-2084 
www. bicyclelongisland. org 

The Weekday Cyclists 

e-mail: TWCinNYC@aol.com 

Time's Up! 

212-802-8222 

skate resources 

Empire Skate Club 212-774-1774 

ether resources 

Bicycle Network Development (maps) 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us / 215-442-4640 


in front & rear. Time's Up! Meet @ 10 pm, Columbus 
Circle. 212-802-8222. 

Sun Feb 27. Frostbite Ride #13 - Ride To Pancakes. 
Venture to Staten Island, cross the Kill Van Kull, and 
feast on hotcakes in Bayonne. Then Liberty State 
Park. Bring $ for lunch, a lock and $1 for PATH train. 
25 miles, mostly flat. Meet @9 am at City Hall. 5BBC. 
Helmets required. 

Sat Mar 4. Montauk Century Training Ride #1 - 
Englewood.We'N climb a steep hill before lunch. 30 
miles, mostly flat with hills. Meet @ 9 am (Quick 
Spin) and 9:30 am (Regular Group), both at the 
Plaza Hotel, 59th St. & 5th Ave. 5BBC. Helmets 
required. 

New Family Bike Club in Starret City. Meets every 
Sat. 12-1 pm. Call Melvin or more info: 718-649-5408 
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The best folding kayaks 
go anywhere. 

Even to your mailbox. 

We're the folding boat specialists featuring Feathercraft and Nautiraid, 
providing knowledgeable service and competitive prices. And we ship 
anywhere. In NY? Call for demonstration hours. Or take a class from 
BCU Instructors like Derek Hutchinson, Nigel Foster or Linda Legg. Check 
out our selection of accessories, books, videos, as well as hard shells 
from Betsie Bay, Dagger and SEDA. Visit our website, call for catalogue, 
or write us at: 601 W 26th ST,12th Floor, NYC 10001 

NEW YORK KAYAK COMPANY! 

800-KAYAK99 http://www.nykayak.com 

Authorized Dealer: Feathercraft Nautiraid Folbot Dagger Betsie Bay SEDA 
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Joyride W 33 

Staten Island 

Winter Shore Tour 



R ecently, T.A. volunteer extraor- 
dinare Lisa Freedman has been 
asking: "When are you coming to 
Staten Island to host a joyride?" 
Well, she got tired of grumbling and put 
together a marvelous, nearly traffic-free 
25 mile route that highlights the Eastern 
shore of Staten Island. Included are dis¬ 
tinctive views of the Verrazano Narrows 
Bridge and a visit to the Fort Wadsworth 
ramparts and gun batteries. Lisa also plans 
on visiting the beach (what?!) so wear 
your layers. Or bring your bathing suit if 
you've got polar bear blood. 

If you've never been to Staten Island, 
this is a great way to get started. A road 
bike can make the trip but a hybrid or 
mountain bike is preferable. Also, the first 
two miles can be a bit confusing. Just 
remember: stay along the waterfront using 
Front and Murray Hulbert streets and 
you'll be fine. 



Historic Ft. Wadsworth was designed to protect New 
York City from hostile invasion. 


Staten Island Winter Shore Tour 

25 Miles by Lisa Freedman 



START: Staten Island Ferry. Exit, ride up the ramp. 

0 Make a sharp Left on Bay, then another immediate Left. Go down 
ramp, then Right and ride thru park between historic buildings. 

0.4 Continue along waterfront. Right on Murray Hulbert, fast Left on 
Front. 

0.5 Ahead is Murray Hulbert again. DO NOT go over bridge on Hannah. 
The Navy port will be up on the left. 

1.0 Becomes Front St. (yes, again!) 

1.7 Left on Edgewater 

2.3 Right on Hylan Blvd. Option to visit Alice Austen House, famous 
pioneering Staten Island photographer ($5 admission) on return trip. 

2.6 Left on Bay. Becomes New York Avenue. 

3.5 Left on Tompkins. Fort Wadsworth Civil War gun batteries up ahead. 
Wow! Bring a camera. 

3.6 Make a Right and go down hill and under VN bridge. 

3.9 Right on Hudson (unmarked) followed by quick Left on USS North 
Carolina Road. Road will wend through military housing. Stay on or 
else you will hit a dead end. 

4.8 Left on Tennesse, then quick Left on McClean. 

5.1 Left on Lilly Pond Bike Lane. Becomes Father Capodanno. 

5.6 Left on Doty to access Boardwalk. Turn Right and ride to end. 

7.9 Use dirt path (for 100 ft.) to get to Cedar Grove Ave which cuts through 
ballfields. 

8.3 Continue on Cedar Grove on other side. 

8.8 Right on Ebits 

9.4 Left on Mill Rd 

10.0 Right on Guyon 

10.3 Left on Hylan (Careful- Heavy traffic!) 

10.8 Left into Great Kills National Park. About two miles in is the beach 
and Crookes Point. After a short stay, turn around and retrace steps 
back to ferry. 



the 

swift folder 


718 - 875-3090 
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Bikes Aboard 


Many local transit companies offer bike access. 
Always call ahead, and always be courteous. 




TRAINS 

Amtrak-800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com; bicycles travel only in baggage 
cars. Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You may put your 
bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles must be boxed, 
$5 fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most stops on "Vermon¬ 
ter" and "Adirondack" trains - call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road-71 8-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions-see permit for details. 

Metre lorth-21 2-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours (call for 
times for your station) and on several holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per 
train, except special bike trains. Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes ok 
all weekends. Port Jervis line- get NJ Transit pass. 

New Jersey Transit-973-762-5100; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Permit is free at Penn Station, at Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone or 
www.njtransit/state.nj.us/bikeperm.htm. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No 
regular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes on 
some holidays. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway)— Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate and use 
ends of train cars. A few stations' gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 
PATH-800-234-PATH/201 -216-6247; permit not required. Rush hour (into 
NYC) restrictions. No restrictions weekends and Holidays. 

SEPT/ —(Philadelphia)—215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, Norris¬ 
town, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 

BUSES 

Academ -212-971-9054, 212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways -800-858-8555; No fee, travels in lug¬ 
gage bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and 
cannot exceed 8"x32"x60". No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 
Asbury Park-21 2-971 -9054; No charge, call for restrictions. 


Bonanza— 212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 
Carey Transport- N o b i kes. 

Greyhound-800-23 1-2222; national service. Within NE Corridor same rules 
as Peter Pan. Elsewhere: provide your own box, (or $10), plus $15 fee. 

Hampton Jitney-800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, travels 
in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines— No bikes. 

LI Bus— No bikes. 

MT/ -718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1 over Whitestone Bridge. 

Martz Trailways-800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express-21 2-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

Olympia -212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan-800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front 
wheel. However, be prepared to box your bike and pay, esp. during holidays. 

Red & Tan Lines— No bikes. 

Short >-800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Li -516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways-800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

FERRIES 

Delta Water Shuttle — 800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Express Navigation— 800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to High¬ 
lands, NJ; Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle— 888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries- no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways— 800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry-800- NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi— no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry-71 8-81 5-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 


BICYCLE HABIW 

Get Your Wheels Done hy Haho's Expert Wheel Builders! 

CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 

CASES 

10 % OFF 

ANY PURCHASE! 

plus your T.A. discount! 

All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine, May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 

*you must present this ad—no copies! 

•excludes new bikes 

Bike repair classes in session! 

Call us! 

244 Lafayette Street 
hi w Spring & Prince NYC 
212-431-3315 

"NEW YORK'S BEST BIKE SHOP" - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 

WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 
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Shop Directory 


Visit Your Local Bike Shop! 

Thanks to all the shops below who support T. A. by offering our members a discount on purchases. Letters 
following store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring your T.A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 
*: No Discount on 
Sale Items 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bikeworks *10% PBX 106 Ridge St. 

Canal St Metro 10% ACPR 417 Canal 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 508 9th Ave 
C n' C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad's Bike Shop 8% ACRP 25 Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8% ACP 240 7 Av 
Emey's Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Frank's Bike Shop 10% APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 3rd Av b/w 79th & 80th 
Manhattan Bicycles *10% ABCPR 791 9th Ave. 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Scandinavian Ski & Sport *10% ACP 40 W 57 St 
Sid's Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 235 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 225 Dyckman St. 
Victor's Bike Repair 8% ABR 4125 Broadway 
Village Wheels *10% ABCPRS 63 E 8 St 

BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold's Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2156 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 


Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 

The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 

Brooklyn Bicycle Center10% ABCPR 715 Coney Isl.Av 

Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 

Dixon's *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 

Dyker Bike Store 8% ACPR 1412 86 St 

Ferrara Cycle 8% ABCPRS 6304 20 Av 

Larry's Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 

On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 

P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 

Park Slope Cycles 10% ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 

R & A Cycles 10% ACP 105 5 Av 

Roy's Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 

Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 

Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 

BRONX 

Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie's Cycle 5% A10% P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 571 CourtlandtAv 
Sid's Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 

QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 35-01 23 Av 
Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 
Bicycle Barn 8% R 107-34 Springfield Blvd 
Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 
Bill's Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 
Bill's Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 
Buddy's 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 
Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 
Cigi I1 10% C 91-07 37 Av 


Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 
Gray's Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 
Labee Bicycles 10% ABP 159-01 Northern Blvd. 
Queens Discount Bike *10% ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 

LONG ISLAND 

Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St., Sag Harbor 
South Shore Bicycles *10% ACP 1065-67 B'way, Woodmere 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 95 E Merrick Rd 

WESTCHESTER 

Danny's Cycles *10% ACPX (Scarsdale) 644 Central Av 
Pelham Bicycle Center 15% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 

NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10% ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)l 1 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG's Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 

351 Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 175 Country Rd 


Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Cassie at T.A.:212-629-8080. 


What’s your 
bike repair IQ? 



If it's not at least 3 
digits, you should 
take our 4 week 
course on basic 
bicycle repairs . 


•Meet once a week 7-9pm, classes start in January 
•Classes offered in English, Spanish & one for women 
•Cost of $100 includes repair manual. T.A. discount! 
•Call for info & to make a reservation 


Recycle-A-Bicycle at Charas Community Center 
605 East 9th StRoom 314 • l-7pm • (212) 260-7055 


Folding Kayaker 

Having trouble finding the information you need on folding kayaks? 

Want to know how to equip, modify & use this unique form of recreational 
craft? Like to learn about special techniques for paddling and handling 
foldables? 

If your answer is yes to these and other questions about using this highly 
flexible breed of vessel, then Folding Kayaks is for you. It’s a concise bi-month¬ 
ly newsletter that is getting rave reviews from folding kayak enthusiasts across 
the country. If you want a glimpse at the invaluable tips and insights these 
satisfied readers are gaining, ask for your free sample issue today. 

□ Send me a sample issue of Folding Kayaker, and let me know about the 
special back-issues offer available for a limited time only. 

Name:. 

Address: . 

Phone: . 

SEND TO: FOLDING KAYAKER, INC., P.O. BOX 0754, NY, NY 10024-0539 

(Inquiries: Ralph diaz 212-724-5069) 

CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused byroad accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 
(212)233-1010 
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Letters 


Dear Councilman Lef f ler: 

While bicycling on the bicycle path on 73rd 
Avenue near 174th Street, I was thrown 
from my bicycle by an unmarked construc¬ 
tion trench (6" wide by 6" deep). My bicycle 
and clothing were damaged and I am in 
pain from soft tissue injury. While picking 
myself up, a passing ear was caught by the 
trench and was momentarily out of con¬ 
trol, posing a further hazard to me. 

I have reported this dangerous situ¬ 
ation to the Department of Transporta¬ 
tion. However, I am writing to you to 
express my anger that such construction 
detritus is apparently now lawful. 
According to Transportation Alternatives, 
construction companies are now permit¬ 
ted to leave elevated steel road con¬ 
struction plates and unfilled trenches on 
our city streets. T.A. indicates that this is 
a new situation, and I believe certainly 
one for which current City Councilmen 
are responsible. I will not vote for you 
unless I learn that you have taken 
responsible action on this issue. 

Nancy S. Hemmes 

Holliswood, NY 

Nice letter ; Nancy. Remember ; readers, 
that your city councilperson is the first 
place to go with complaints like this. They 
are charged with assuring delivery of the 
city services, like pothole filling, we all 
pay for. You can find your councilmember 
on the web at the NYPIRG Councilfinder 
web page, www.cmap.nypirg/webmaps/ 
nyc_council/default.htm. - Ed. 

Dear T.A.: 

As a T.A. member and a pediatrician, I was 
very concerned with the front page photo 
for the October/November issue that 
showed two boys biking without helmets. 
Even though a majority of New York boys 
that age probably do not use helmets we 
should not encourage it in any way. It is 
also against New York law for a child 
under 14 to ride without a helmet. 

David Simeon, M.D. 

New York, NY 


Good point, doctor. T.A. strongly encour¬ 
ages children of all ages to wear helmets 
whenever cycling. But not all kids wear 
helmets all the time. T.A. seeks to show 
city cyclists as they really are. One intent 
of the cover was to emphasize that traffic 
calming makes cycling safer by slowing 
cars so as to make crashes less likely, and 
less severe. Unfortunately, helmets only 
help after the crash. - Ed 

Dear T.A.: 

You'd probably get more people to write 
letters to everyone you mention in the 
newsletter if you included e-mail 
addresses for the people. I can’t speak for 
others, but, personally, I'd be much more 
likely to send letters if I could just sit 
down at the computer and do it all, 
rather then finding stamps, buying paper 
for the printer, etc. Anyway, keep up the 
great work! 

Jim Patterson 

New York, NY 

It's true, the ease and enviro-friendly 
nature of e-mail are great and might 
encourage more to write. The problem, 
though, is that many public officials 
discount email so much that even if 
more people write, they won't equate it 
with more concern. Snail mail letters 
and phone calls still get more attention 
than e-mail; we hope that will change 
soon, but until then, your extra effort 
does make a difference. Also, many e- 
mail addresses are not yet listed in the 
various guides to elected and public 
officials T.A. uses. - Ed. 

Dear T.A.: 

I have read quite a few articles in your 
magazine referring to "traffic calming." 
One of the most stress-causing acts by 
vehicle drivers is horn honking. Not only 
does the driver who honks increase his 
own stress levels, but he increases that of 
other drivers, pedestrians and neighbor¬ 
hood residents. Getting drivers to use their 
horns only in emergency situations would 


go a long way toward calming traffic and 
making New York much more livable. 

Unfortunately, current laws are un¬ 
enforceable. When have you heard of 
someone getting a ticket for honking 
their horn? Noise pollution is not yet a 
top priority for our elected officials. 
(Maybe as the senatorial election draws 
near, it will become a crackdown of the 
month.) The solution is to have vehicles 
built with simple meters which would 
count the number of times the horn is 
used. Then, every year when vehicles are 
inspected, the driver would pay for the 
number of times the horn was honked. 

Some might dismiss the idea as 
unrealistic, but it is not. The only obstacle 
is politics. Can we muster the strength to 
lobby our state officials to pass the 
required legislation? Let's give it a shot. 

Julius Chakonas 

Brooklyn, NY 

Horn honking is no doubt one of the 
most annoying features of city living, 
especially in Manhattan. Current ticket¬ 
ing is about one per day. For more sum¬ 
mons to be given requires a huge, 
organized public outcry. For example, 
residents and civic groups on the East 
Side demanded horn control during 59 th 
Street bridge traffic re-routing in 1996, 
and as a result cops handed out hun¬ 
dreds of $220 (and up) tickets. For 
neighborhoods inundated with honking 
noise, we suggest joining the Neighbor¬ 
hood Streets Network (call T.A. for info). 
Together, groups can make their case 
more effectively. Also, again, write your 
city councilmember. 

Pursuing your suggested route of 
new legislation is a huge undertaking 
(witness T.A.'s traffic calming legislation, 
a popular bill that nevertheless took three 
years to pass), requiring resources T.A., 
unfortunately, doesn't have. (P.S. to 
Julius: joining T.A. as a member is a great 
way to help us acquire those all impor¬ 
tant resources.) -Ed. 


Classifieds 


Classified ads are free for members, subject to a 3-line limit depending on space. Mail, fax, or e-mail ads to T.A. by February 10 for the next issue. One issue run unless 
requested otherwise. Fax: 212-629-8334 / e-mail: info@transalt.org. Not for commercial use. 

For sale: Trek 790 Hybrid, 19" frame, 700c tires, very 


good condition, new wheels/tires, rear carrier, front 
Jandd bag, wireless cyclecomputer, asking $475 for 
all. E-mail Alan: ProfSci@aol.com 
For sale: Minoura bike tower. Spring-loaded, floor- 
to-ceiling. Lightweight aluminum pole with hooks for 
two bikes. $75. Call 212-689-9653. 


For sale: Schwinn Criss Cross ladies bike, 16". Good, 
basic bike, cranberry color. Has Terry seat and pump. 
$175. Call Margaux @ 212-546-1379. 

For sale: Clipless road bike pedals, Ritchey brand. Brand 
new. $45. Call 212-689-9653. 

For sale: Rollerblade Lightning TRS ladies in-line skates, 
size 7. They're a couple of years old, but I've used them 
3x only! $150. Call Margaux @ 212-546-1379. 


For sale: Great bike: Paramount Series 3. 62 cm 
frame, Blue, 2 bottle cages, Look Style Pedals, Hyper¬ 
glide cassette - 14 speeds, Uniglide chain, Light 
weight for touring or racing. Asking $400. Will settle 
for less. Howie 516-933-6680 
For sale: Atala bike, handmade in Italy, 10 speed, tire 
size 27 x 1 1/4 in, weighs 24 lbs., good condition, 
may need tires and tubes. Best offer accepted. 
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Make a fashion statement worthy of the new Millennium 



Item Price + Shipping 


'One Less Car'T-shirt *13*/*15 $ 1.25 

T.A.'s original fashion statement. Ride with 
pride wearing this 100% thick cotton T-shirt. 

Please indicate size: XL (Natural, Red, Green, Blue, or Black), 

L (Natural, Red, Blue, Black, or Purple), M (blue only), 

S (Red, Natural, Black) 

Powerbell $ 17/2 for $ 28 incl. 

Super-loud bell gets attention of cars and peds. 

Attaches to front fork; handlebar trigger, [not pictured] 



Prospect Park T-shirts $ 13*/$15 $ 1.25 

100% natural unbleached cotton. Size: XL only. 

Illustration on front, "Cars Out of Prospect Park!" on back, [not pictured] 

T.A. Baseball Hats *10*/*15 *1.25 

All-Navy, or Khaki with green brim. One size fits all 

SafetyVest $ 8*/ $ 10 $ 2.00 

Safety orange is cool. Adult size. 



Cycle Doc™ First Aid Kit *5*/*7 

A portable first aid kit for all your sporting needs. 


Auto-Free New York T-Shirt $ 10*/ $ 12 

Classic car-buster icon. Color: Teal. Size: L only. 

Special! 

98 Century Bike Tour T-Shirt $ 5*/ $ 7 

Unbleached Patagonia organic cotton with full-color design. 
Set XL only! 


$ 1.25 

$ 1.25 


$ 1.25 


Quantity, Size, Color = Total 

_ $ _ 


$. 

$. 

$. 

$. 

$. 

$. 


Special on '98 T’s! 


Total Amount Enclosed $. 



* Asterisk indicates special discount 
price for T.A. members only. 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

All items are available and pictured in 
color on our web site: 

www.transalt.org/about/buystuff 


Name:_ 

Address: 


Phone: _ 

□ Check Enclosed □ MasterCard / Visa □ American Express 

Credit Card Number_Expires_/_ 

Signature_ 

To order, fill out the above, add your name and address, and mail it to T.A. with your payment, or fax it to T.A. 
at 212-629-8334 with your credit card number (MC,Visa, or AmEx) and signature. 



Still Available - High Quality Transportation Alternatives Team Wear 


T.A. is proud to offer high grade cyclewear from Alexa, 
outfitter of top NYC racing teams, at cost or below for 
T.A. members. Check the web for color photos. 


Short Sleeve Jerseys. Moniy 

Long Sleeve Jerseys . m,l,xl 

8 Panel Shorts . m,l,xl 

Tights. m,l,xl 


Thermal Jackets 

Headbands. 

Winter Gloves.... 


L,XL 
one size fits all 
,S,M 
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December 1, 1999: NYC fails to meet Federal clean air requirements again. The US Environmental 
Protection Agency warns that NYC's smog control plan is inadequate. The biggest source of our region's air 
pollution is vehicle emissions. 


December 2, 1999: NYC installs pedestrian barricades overnight at locations around Midtown to make it 
easier for cars and trucks to get around. At Herald Square (above) barricades were placed exactly where 
sidewalks where supposed to be widened. 

Why are our city's non-polluting travelers 
prodded and corralled like cattle? 

don't stand for it. 


Watch your mail for T.A.’s special year-end letter and be as generous as you can. 
Help T.A. win the respect we all deserve as walkers, cyclists, skaters and city residents. 
We're standing up to the bullies on our city's mean streets. 



Is it Time to Renew? Use the envelope inside to renew, ask 
a friend to join, or to give a T.A. membership as a gift. 



Transportation Alternatives 
115 W 30th St Ste 1207 
New York NY 10001-4010 

Do not forward. 

Do not return. 


Non-Profit Org 
US Postage Paid 
New York, NY 
Permit No. 1098 




















